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N Y Man WBO truly reflects on the 

Operations of his own Mind, or 
| with any meaſure of Accuracy ob- 
ſerves upon the Actions of others, mult 
find, that Knowledge is leſs effectuul chat 
Pleafurc. If we were innocent Creatures 
the Kitowlede of What is beſt Would im- 
mediately determine gur Wills, and en- 


| gage dur Purſuit." "But it is 'otherwiſ 


with ns, ſince our Apoſtacy from P 


tire Reckitude. Tobe exemp ply this, 
need no other Inſtatice than One 5 


ivenquiring why wo" os "7 £00 * 
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ourſe of Aſſarante 
Neglect of the Favour of God. It may ve- 
ry well be imagin'd, that a Libertine may 
- apprehend the Pleaſures of Religion to be 
greater than the Pleaſures of Senſe.” For 
tho' he has no more an Idea of em him- 
ſelf than he can have of Fire, by a Picture 
of Fire without feeling the Heat, yet he 
may credit thoſe-who,are in the Fruition 
of em. Byt tho? by thi means his Judg- 
ment may be convinc'd, yet his preſent 
Senſations unreaſor carry him away 
againſt the Light of his Mind. I ſay un- 
reaſonably ; for he acts contrary to- One 
of Reaſohx cleareſt Maxims; which! is, 
That a preſent, Good is to be reje- 
© fed or moderated; if there be a fu- 
© ture Good of infinite more Valve, as to 
*bablyjexpeRted;;; That therefore I may 
at leaſt conyince the Senſualiſt's Judgment, 
hall draw a Compariſon between the 
Nleaſuxes of denſe and Religion. And this 
not to give him an Idea of the Pleaſures 
of Religion, but to eonyince him that they 
may be enjoy d; and it ſo, that they muſt 
needs be, greater than his ow-•n. I ſhall 
bew him, that he himſelf is really miſera- 
ble, and ypon what Grounds the Gaod, 
Man expecis to be happy; and then leave 
it ta his Rea on to conclude, whether or 
3 off; * 5 
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chere are degrees of Happigefs in the Phf- 
og of diferont Med." Or eig ue bh 


ful Menz and the 


no his Pretenſions have not a good Fond 
dation. And that What is here aid dowi 
may be effected, I conceive can't well” be 


deny'id. Fer all Men Rave a general No- 


tion of Pleaſure, and that a/ greater Good 
may be enjoy'd' than what is enjoy at 
preſent. Every Man muſt be Cohvined 
that! he has not attain'd to a Perfection c 


Happineſs: For he that judges df Good; 


as it is' meerly delightful to His Animal 
Appetite, plainly publiſhes himſelf à Brute, 
and àt once gives | 
are rational and diſtinguiſhing, Spiritual 
and refin'd. It muſt be allow'd then, that 


Madmen and Fools, — moſt thous ht- 
1M Wiſeſt Sages, in the 
ſame Rähk and Order. And it would be 
an Abſurdity to prove that this is dne. 
Now therefore if a greater Good may be 
enjoy'd, and a Gbod*-that' eonterifs my 
Happineſs, it is certainly a wiſe part to 
credit thofe who'fay' they poſſeſs ir, till 
I myſelf have tryd the Experiment; and 
either found it true, or prov'd it f 


| it falſe. 

And if u Man ſhodl@"veiiture to Me 3 
FJudgmenr ofithe Pleaſures of Religion, 
without a perſonal Trial, it is to be fear'd 


that he myſt be left to expiate his lacredu- 
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np thoſe Pleaſdres which 
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E. Diſcourſe, of Aſſuraqce 
in this World by a too laſting Puniſh- 
in the next. This I take to be the 
- Cauſe of 0 Miſtakes in many things, 
our eſpeciall y in Religion, that we judge 
peremptorily of things at a Fünen which 
gannot be, judg d of but by E xperience. 
But however the Se, may he af- 
, it muſt bea Pleaſure to the truly ß 
evout, to have their Iudgments inform d, 
Fa Affections ealiven d by Mane Sube 4 
as '* r | » FIC? 
RX be Words: of the Paalmiſt Very: naty- 
| mil Fopdp ch; Ant re to What ah have PO z 
by £1 Iv, ” A be. many ohas, ſay, 
15 Jo us any gad? uten 41 
the light of thy, countenance upan ts ' i; 
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hes haſt: put % in my; hearts mare 1 
Au in he time char their dum gud their i 
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u order to my Dogen, 
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of em, they think the Pfalmiſt makes uſe 
of this 97 to ſignify the Favour of 
God. But however that be, there are two; 
Countenances of the Rleſſed God made 


mention of in Holy Writ; the one Vin- 
_ diftive, the other Complacential, with 


which he beholds the Wicked and the 
Righteous: Our ſearet Sims are in the light | 


9= a. >< .23F . 
8 3 . — 
T n 3 


of bis Chuntenance; but the Light of his 


Countenanes is not upon them; for he turns 


; away, his, Exes from the Wicked. Vou = 


kno that Ziight in Scripture- Language ſig ?, 


nifies Well- pleaſedneſs and Joy; but Dæ ri F 1 


eſs, Ayerſation and Horrour. By the 
Countenance we judge of the! Temper of [| 
the Mind, as we do; of fair or foul Wea- 


ther by a clear or a cloudy Sky. But there 
"> is this Difference between the Light. lof 
Soc's Countenance and of Man's: Man 


and is our Enemy Or i his Cauntena ice 

ou the Language of his Heart, yet he is 
ſo impotent, that oſtem he can but give. us 
pitying Looks in our Miſery. But that 
Eye of the Lord, Which is upon them 
that fear him, is at once gincere and Effi- ¶ ti 
cacious. 80 that hy dhe Light of God's, 

Capntenance is meant his Grace and Fa- 


vour ; 35 appears from eee . 


l 

' 

t 

I 

. . 6 

may ſmile upon us When he means usäll, 0 
a 

at 

8 


f the Favoar of God. wm © 
God himſelf taught Aaron to bleſs the Peo- 
ple with, Numb. 6. 25 26. And Evanges 
lically we have this matter explain'd to us, 
2. Cor. 13, 14. But we muſt not forget 
that this Light ſhines upon us (if Il may. ſo 
ſpeak) thro a Medium. I ſhall not enqnire 
how far the Old Teſtament Saints were 
acquainted that they ou d their Reconcili - 
ation with God to a Mediator. We Chri- 
ſtians are a ſſur d by the Goſpel Revelati- 
on, that thusiſtands our Cale: God is a. 
conſuming Eĩre to Chriſtleſs Sinners; but: 
in his Incarflate Son he ſhines as a — 
ing Light. 18510 Hr 2 nigh s 190 

2. What is —— — the liſting! wp the! 
Lipht- of. his:Couritenance And by this 
the Pſalmiſt could mean nothing leſs than 
the Manifeſtation oß the ove of Godto 
his Soul. His Prayer, miiſt be turn d ſu ino 
on his Boſom, and he feel the Conſolation 


appear hot, it is the fime thing (as to 
actual Conſolation) as if it mere not. Ihe 
Sun ſhines when it is Night, or under an 
Eclipſe; but our World lofes its Day, and 
we are in Darkneſs, until the Eyelids ef. 
the Morning uncloſe and fpread a welcome 
sand encreaſing Dawn, s ſhines: . 
by 0 a e Noon. 1113 oa 5.90 nion o. 
ch! Id N 409 14 Ju 10 03 83 
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of being heard thert. For if the Light) 


19 A 2 of Alu. 

9. It will be neceſſary to enquire after 
* Manner the Light of God's Counte« 
nance is lifted up. Lord lift shon up was 
the Pſalmiſt's Prayer: And it is obſerva - 


ble, that when Nanhwr told Druid his Sins 
were forgiven, yet he prays, Lord, make 


ton the. Bones which! thin haſt atem to wor! 

jeyne; for he covuldonot! be quiet by the: 
Voice of /the Prophet. Am exter nal Reve 
lation is not ſufficient, nor our own un- 
aſſiſted Rea ſunings therefrom-; but there 


g from God: Ter we muſt be cauti- 
oned againſt Expectations of an Eathuſta- 
ſtick Aſſuranck of the bove of God; or 
ſuchia teſtifying of the Divine Favour to 
the Soul, as exclhudowany Refertnoe: to au 
external Revelation ar our own enlight. 
end judgment thereon: For God deals 


witiu us im aſfuting us: of his Love; aß he 


does 1a rene wing bur. Natures: His Word 
iscthe u ſtrument His Spirit: the prime Eff. 


ficiegt Q auſe and our: Reaſon ſubordinates 
| to::bottry; fo that they are all differente 


Canfes of theiſamel Effect. His Spirit makes 
uſe of itnhe end |iborth to effect it in they 
Mind, and to be the Rule and Medſure3 


* FD, or What he doth rarely, but of 
what 


muſt be @ partiuulat communiĩcated Ener- 


| whereby: we! are to judge off iti But heres 
we would be underſtood; not of wN Gd. 


Th, ö 4 
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* tie Fawour f God. : | 11 — 
- bat be deth ordigarily ; and that this is 
* his ordinary procedure, is plain frem char 
famous Text, The Spirit of God Cuwitneſſeti 


„Ces ir is ie the Original) with. oor Spes 
is that wears the Children of: God. By: which 
os © ir ſhopld ſeem to take the. ſame courſe; ia 
- (4 Wicneſling that our Spirit and Confcieace 
s doth, And in taking this Courſe, id doth 
„ naotbiag leſs for us than if ĩt were b an am» 
mediate Revelation, The Matter ds not 
3 leſs important, for it is the ſame. It is not 
leſs evident for being pro d in a diſcurſiue 

Way: Eon other wiſe che excellent Reason: 
7 ings of St. Paul; world: invalidate hig Con- 
cluſious. Nor can it be leſs Comfort ing, 
for Comfort depends upon the/cleameſs 
and importance of the thing RæveadoNay, 
this Method is mare far our! Advantage: 
far ig is more ſuitable col que r ſonabis 
Natures; and leſs liable tu an after Sufpie 
Sate. Naw, when its DiQates.coale,, ow 
know I, by an after n whether 
theſe-were the ſugg ions the Spirit af 
God, yea or no. Mbeftas, if it proveeded 
with, me Upon [Gronnds; thoſe 'Grannd$y 
| remaig, and 1 have\\no-:Reafon; to ſaſect 
eres hat was thus reaſon d ont unto ma. Theſe 
z6ds Things heing Explained, we mapafirm. 
orf en e e de em ow ide da 
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. That there is ſuch a thing as the Ma- 


Revelation. This will appear from clear 
Teſtimohy of Scripture, and from the Ex- 
perience of Good add Wiſe Men, een at 
_ this Day ie 419 75 
. God amongſt otlier Gharagerifticks 
in Scripture of one that'is-belov'd! by him, 
ſets down our Loving of him, or- preferrin 
his Favbur defore Corn or Wine, or any 8 
thing iarhis World: Now we lla ve the PO. 
er vfself- Refletion, which not only acquaints 
us withithe Being, but like wiſe with tlie Acts 
aud Moral Modihestios of the Acts of our 
Souls. Al /volgatary- Motions are Senſible. 
IH obe a Man; by refletiog on my ſelf, 1 
know that l love him g L know hat H Ap: a 
prove;\Eſtcem; Delight in, and Deſire 7 
aud muſt this noble Romer be uſeleſs only 


ſearch into the jaward Parts, would make 
but sack Diſcovery if not directed by 
the Word, and aſſiſted br the Spirit of God. 
But rereiviag Lighi from henee, our Con- 
ſcience may bear usdWitneſs that we ſay 
the Truth, and Lieendt to our ſelves. But 


by, which we muſt judge of his Love to us, 
$26: 4 oo» _ | ELM 


vifeſtation of the. Love of God do be ſought 
after and obtain'd without an immediate 
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in the grand: Enquiry of all ? The Spirit of ; 
x Many dba Canals bf the Lord, which is to 


now, ſince our Loveriol God, is the Sign 2 
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as that is imperfect, ſo muſt our Aſſurance: 
be. The Light of . God's Countenance, 
which put that Gladneſs into W 
was ſometimes Clouded, and often mingled. 
with dubious Dar kneſs in this State of lm- 
perfection. But that there is ſuch a thing 


attainable by Good Men, is plain from thoſe 
Duties which are commanded as conſequent 
upon it; ſuch as to Rejoyce always, to call 
God our Father; to live in his Praiſes. 
No, who can do any of theſe heartily;who. 
has not ſome comfortable aſſurance that 
be is a Child of God? This David had, for 
he aſlerts, that God had put Gladneſs into 
his Heart, ſpringing vp from a Senſe of his 
I ſpecial Lore. x 


- 


2. This will appear from the Experi- 


Yence of Good and Wiſe Men even at this 
Day. And O that every one of us could 
give in our own fweet Experience to the 
truth of this Aſſertion. Bleſſed God ! with 


what raiſed Thoughts, with what holy Rap- 


tores might we do it Then let all our 
Prayers, as a Cloud of Incenſe, aſcend to 
thy Throne of Grace in David's Words, 


Lord, Lift thou up the light of thy Countenance. 
And then how juſtly ſhall we ge{piſe the 
Wild loſpirations of che Libertines - Luſt 


end, Wine? We ſhall no more regard em 


Eating, and 


than- merry. Sacyrs agaiaſt 


Ny | | \_ * Drinking 
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Ptluking when we are in good Healthand 
have a found Appetite. The intemperate 
| Agitation of the 'Enthofiaſt's 4 pitits will 
not delude us. Nor fhall-we be impos'd on 
by the ſullen Pride of the Delſt's Reaſon; 
2 Blind Man who has no Idea of Light, 
fold tell you and me chat there is no ſuch | 
thing, when we ſee it, and feel its ehearing . 
Beats, we ſhould Pity, but not Believe 
him. And can't our Reaſon, directed by | 
the Word, and aſſiſted by the Spirit of | 
God, aſſure us that there is ſuch a Thing as , 
the Light of God's Countenante when it is 
lifted up, as well as our Eyes that the Sun 


ſhines, There is no diſputing about Sen- ; 


ſations of 1,'eaſure ; you can't banter a Man 


ont of a Nation that Wine pots Gladneſs . 
into his Heart; and that Bread ſtrengthens i 
his Heart. And why fſhouſd it not be In 


ſo, when we taſte and ſee that the Lord is | 
 Gratjous? There are ſome who count all 
this as taſteleſs as a Cork, or the white of 


an Egg, who are pleas d to call Communi- f. 


on with God, and Spiritual Joy, Sacred 

Whinify, and the Hears of a Pleaſing Ima- 
- Binativn., And there are others who may 
give occaſion” to their corrupted Minds ſo 
6 think. But bleffed be God, there have 


been, and no doubt now are, ſome ſuch FF 


happy Souls, who by conſidering their Love 
_— 3 
"oc ve. 5 


* Favorr of Gol. 


15 „ Oo, their Humility and Selk, Denial, 
and obſerving the Compoſure and Regulas 
 larity of the Workings of their Mind, and 


compa 

Promiſes of God, I ſay ſuch as theſe have 
1 known it themſelves, and can avoi it to 
( others that they have enjoy d a Subſtantial 
Hh thing. And that it is not the effect of 
15 Ya warm Fancy or a quick Polſe, bat an Hea - 
vc Jvenly 11 exalting their Minds and rejoi- 
1 6g ir Hearts, | 
oc. | Joy and Gladnef neceſſarily: ſpriog ; 


a Yup when the Pſalmiſt's Prayer is anf er d. 
l wall evince this from two Conſiderations. 
un t. From the Matter of this Manifeſta- 
en- tion. It is the reconciled Favour of God. 
lan Hand what a Subject of Joy is this to an 
nels enlighten d | wager Mind |} [That 
ens an wuſt have | ſhook off Humanity, 
de That is not well pleased with the Love of 
4 is |} Creature: like - bimſelf. A Monarch: de- 
t — ghes im the teſtimony; of his Subjects Af- 
e at FEQions; but much more does a Subject do 
_— ia bis Monarch's s regard. Bat if that 
cred onasch deſcends from his Throne of Ma 
Ima- ſky to: put on the much more Glorious 
may Fitle.,of a, Friend, and condeſcends to 
ds 10 racionus ena wich one that he» takes 
Have | ae how is that Favenrite fil'd 
th the Spirit of Triumphiag Joy! bis 


dul is enlarg'd, ind Heart dilates, and his 
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zs his Love ! Wonderfol ic moſt needs be; 


1 * * 


Ss "4 Diſcoerfo 's An | 
Imagidation grows big with ſuch an” overs 
Powering Pleaſure, ' And thoſe of a lower 
Rank who know well the ſecret of Friend. 
ſhip, open their Boſoms and mingle rheit 
Souls. And can the Love of che Great and 
Bleſſed God mean any thing leſs? How I 
grateful; how ſurprizing; how wonderful 


ſince the ſame Light that ſnews him Recon- 
cid, opens our Eyes to behold our ow 
Deformity and Unworthineſs. And it is 
woaderfi alſo in its Effects. Now may 
the joyful Soul ſay, I know why he ſen b 
his Son to die; his Goſpel to de preached; 1 
and his Spirit to ſhine into my Soul, with a 
mild, yet Victorious Light; it was that he 
might make me a fit Object to lift bp the | 
Light of his Countenance upon.“ From 
hence proceeds his Conduct of me, Wateb- t 
fulneſs over me, Communion wird me, and t 
thoſe ſure and certain Hopes of all "that = 1 
Heaven means, when J ſhall be Ark'd i in oe 
the Boſom of the God of Lore. 7 
2. Gladneſs muſt reſult from che manner 
of chis Manifeſtstion. It is God himſelf fi 
that lifts up the Light of his Countenance ¶ fi 
upon us, and he alone can tell the Story of c: 
his own Love, and when he thus Tpeaks, 
Hul a that art favourd of 1 Sl 7 
ow! ehe ere e N Beloved 3 our on 
Lill bis e445 | 1 961 7 * Heart 
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"Heacts mult needs rig and leap within us 


for joy, and out of the abundance of che 
ſwelling Heart;ythe,Toogue' . 8 


ſport) may thus utter its Now, I 
need: na more Searches ther, 1 — Lis 
bis Countenance, it is but iftin vp m 
Eyes,19 behold r about: me and 4 50 ＋ 2 


ol 1 It pierces with a quick. and ſudden ma. | 
D likeLightning darting through my Spul, hed- 


ding abroad his Love, diffuſing a gladgeſs 
all over my Heart, and aQuating m 115 Whole 
Frame with ineffable Pleaſure, Thus by 
the Goſpel God ſhews. us the brightneſs of 
bis gloriqus Love in the Face of Feſus Chriſt ; 


and.they who ate but Praying in the Plal- 
miſt's Language, harg.a Joy commenſurate 


to their Deſires. 
For the Soul does in that caſe Teſt from 


ch. t the n of 1 Fh gel NI 


E 7% 25 


There is no ratiogal Halte i not ac- 
compari wich Hope. For 55 mhich is 


a by vs, and for that very; Reaſon, b on 
cauſe, we have, no hope of attainin it. N 
our gladneſs i increa 1 with this Hans 


che. Thing be attained, and then ar i 
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Wen be thore odr tun to tht 
his Appetite add deprave his Reliſh's 10 | 
drink tô exxeft, aa ee the Bl864 & & | 
ſatisſie bis Luſts and brimg foul Diſcafes 
Ao far are ſuch from 5 
_ in the School of Pleafiire ? Fer the Ednk 
= en 05-1 this; wy vilty, 5 or at TAR; 
adiſtorbed Mid. Erica weeld 


Jas not allowing 
geing, yet he Was ſpullple, that Excel 

deſtroying the Complexiou of tie Body, 
ava diſcom | the Mind, as Penn ge Me 
- epidy in purer gave" #l RR” Trainer” 
m. ty. 

N 1 bare mention'd_ nec a Dog 
IJ trogerher Foteig 

IF bo” now wel e an at hit: 

Kage and Harveſt, Fires 6f 75 
L wege 1618 (Nuger 37), 79 
tried thetf Ney, trod 4 
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Pleaſure; with Pleaſure, and to ſee where 
the Ballance weighs dowu. We affirm then, 
that the good Man Enjoys himſelf better 
than the Libertine can poſſibly do in the 
Spring- tide of all his Fruitions. Or (if I 
may ſo ſpeak) that the Gleanings of Spiri- 
tual, are preferable to an Harveſt of Tem- 
poral Joy. The Good Man's Reward is 
not wholly-reſerv'd till hereafter. Nor am 
T now. ſpeaking of thoſe exalted Raptures 
which cam only be obtain'd by extraordina- WM 
ry Saints. But of thoſe uſual Comforts 
which eyery humble ſincere Soul may expe- Þ 
rience, who can , Whom have I in Heaven 
but thee, and there i is none upon Earth that 1 
deſire beſides: ther. 5 n s | 
In wo to my Deden, 1 ſhall evidence, N 
that ſenſible Good caunet ſatisfy. all the 4 
Faculties, neither the Soul, nor the Senſes. 
That it, makes us uneaſy by Diſappoint- W« 
ment: And frequently much more tor- 
ments vs by the Stings of a guilty. Conſci- 
euce. Aud. then we ſhall make it appear, 
that it is quite otherwiſe with that Spiritual 
Toy Which ſprings up from a ſenſe of the a 
Favour of God. 
1. Senſible Good cannot ſatisfy all our | 
Faculties; neither the Soul, nor the Senſes. 
It reaches not the Soul our better Part. It 
is lis Aefe can be no plealing Senſation WP* 
Ae odio: 
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ere bub by means of the Soul. For let but the 
1en, Intention of Mind be carry'd another wa 

trer and for that Time the moſt agreeable-En- 
the I joyments. loſe their Pleaſure. What Sa- 
if | tisfactioa do you think brchiniades could 
Niri- have had in a ſumptuous Feaſt, or any ſich 
em- | Hike thing, when he was wholly intent up-. 


d is b pn his Mathematical Lines? Therefore a 
am Pleaſure is not call'd Intellectual, meerly 
ures F pecauſe it affects: the Soul; but when the 
ina- Poul retires into itſelf. as much as it can, 
forrs and almoſt forgets it has a Body. But in 


xpe- that violent Agitation of the Animal Spi- 
ven fits, which we call Senſitive Joy, the Soul 
at J Fas hardly any thing to do. In this Caſe 
1 We Beaſt . better of the Man. For 
ence, more Pleaſures are Simple and Natural 
' _— p as they are amongſt Beaſts) the more they 
noſes. Wre Full and Sincere. 2 If we were only 
oint- 7 cſi ign'd for the Actions of the Animal 
tor- Fife, our Reaſon would rather do us à 
nſci- Prejudice than a Service. For by catering 
pear, Pr the Senſes we make 4 I. oil of * 
ritual Ind droun Nature in Art. 
f che We'll make the 4nſtance® e 
PMPolaptuary, who refines upon the Plea- 
1 our res, ſtudies the Magnificence, and is 
enſes. Wuch'd: with? the Delicacy of Life. Heris | 
rt. It 3 ſo employ'd in thoſe Pleaſures in which 42 
p e Beats hae: no ſhare,, and which are 
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more worthy af a. Man. Perhaps he's de- | 


Lghted-:with Experiments in Nature, or 
amus'd with Muſick, Painting and Build- 
ing. He ſtudies his 

is 70 ratify dem, caters for bis Senſes, 


peculiar Paſſions ſo i 


and often thinks before be enjoys. Nom 2 


whereas the Tranquility of a Man con- 


fiſts in thole things! that are within him, 


and nat in thaſe that are about him; when 
he turns bis principal Deſire, and the 
whole Bent of his Mind to thoſe things 
that are without him, he asks of another 


What only God and himſalf can give him, 
and ſo muſt needs be deceiv d. And when 


all is done, even all our 


' Senſes cannot be Mx 
Atisfy d at once. I” fippaſe we, [that 


the young Prodigalhas Malady 10 ſtrike 


bis Ears, Fine Picturts, ar a more pleaſant 23 


Scene, of Nature's furniſtüng, t0.delight WW: 


his Eyes, and Delicacies to regail his Taſte. 
et his Senſes: ouſt have their Turns a- 


bout, and keep the reſt from Attention 2 


F. 


to their Leveral Objefts. The greedy Sen- Ile 


ſes cannot be ſatisfy d, and _ les the] 
capacious Deſires bur Souls. 

And to firengrhen — what 
has been propsd; we mall add the acy 
Know ledg d Experience of! the moſt con- 
Fammate Libertine that euer was, 1 meal 
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per! For: Menu of a een Renk have 
or nes glx A Lingy Portion os 
22 N — hut their gn had — 
AQ | Ye: Hg, a houndlef 
ſes, | Wich, and is Ward rl s win 
low 4 Chymilt, he extrattcd the Elixir, and gra: 


on- Wd es wick £190yment: Fe! pure 
im, 0d Happizeh is er Shapeand Ward 
hen ber like aa Angel thre! all the Wiudings of 
the Nature, yet kjs Soul was un fusisty id 
ings | — this Epits phy an Tempora! 
ther Good, Al it Fanttyy 416: + eat ion of ger 
him, . rin. 44 ELLEN $367 [0 +: 947% 184 75 ; ; 
"hen * A The, eniy ment of Galle Saal, 
ot be un :3s uncafy by: Diſappointment. When 
that Wye. {et our Affectiens pon and Rietdh an 
ſtrike 9¹ jeck heyond its ſtze, 2s far as we wool 
aſant t geg high, and — u . 
alight War font we myſt he diſappainted. Naw 
Taſte. A keis ie the Senſualit's Caſe: For his Ohjeits 
ros a- 4 dj Engay mant are nat proportion d to bis 
ention Value, nor bis Deſires. And this is evi- 
Sen- ent, nat only from the Nature af the Qbe 
2 the] ns and his Faculties, but alſo from the 
Methods which he takes to maintain his 
f what] ofurixfying dying Joys, Firſt; He ſecks 


ac Harierg, and travels fram OhjeS 10 Object, 
t con Ms if Novelty and Goqdueſs were the ſame 
meal ping: Bet when the Cipcle af Pleaſure is 


hiloſo- Poe Ira and he finds it only a —_— 
her 5 4 


n A Diſcourſe of Aſfurante 
| ous Repetition; yet he enjoys in hope, which 
by a Magick attraction unites the piece - 

meal points of Fruition into one. Ihou art 
wearied in the greatneſs of thy way, (ſays the 
Prophet) yet ſgideſt thou not there is no hope, 
Iſa. 57. 10. But even their Hopes are a- 
bated by frequent Diſappointments. The 
ſtrength of Imagination belongs to the Pu- 
pils of Vice, -who® ſtroigly admire what 
they have not throughly experienc d. But 
the Sinner grown old in Debaucheries, acts 

1 from Cuſtom more than from Pleaſure, W 

1 — Ws Enjoyment gradually weakens 

= —  languiſhment of his Imagination. 

= Hence / it is that Enjoyment rather re- 

6 ates Deſire than Satisfaction: For Deſire 

1 choaks that very Pleaſure which was 

brought to ſatisfie it. And that becauſe 
vue rather look to the Invitation than Ca- 
pacity of ſenſible Objects. And ſo our 
Hopes, which ſwell'd big and roſe: high be- 
fore hand, fall flat under the diſappoint- 
ments of Enjoyment. Now Diſappoinmetnt 

neceſſarily creates Uneaſineſs: For if we 
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bf "the: Favour" ef God. 


ich 130 forbidden Pleaſures frequently tors 
ce - nent us with the Stings of a Guilty Con- 
art ' ſcience even at the time of ' Enjoyment. 
the or by this we forfeit our Innocence. And 
ope, | without that; amidſt: the greateſt appear - 
e a- ag Pleaſures: there is no ſincere Delight; 
The or compleat Satisfaction. Forbidden 


pu- q lirth (generally ſpeaking )- creates re- 
hat ſent reluctance, Is there not à Boſom 

But Witor, which like a Hund. Mriting, — 
acts makes a Man Tremble, as- Belſbaxan at a 
ſure. F — n the midſt of Laushter, is nat ithe 
ketis Fe art ſometimes Sad? And actroubłd Con- 
tion. 1 Rience is a ſtrange Melkncholy, which 
e Peither flowing Cups can drovn, nor noi 
elire | iz Mirth: ſuffocate. Upon this account; 


was he Liber tine muſt Ba niſn Thought to be 
ants Happy; that is, a reaſonable Being, to im- 
1 Ca- 1 prove his Happineſs: Muſt ſtrive to be as 
our pappy as a Beaſt. Thus Refledtion,which 


ch be- s the Privilegde of a Man's Nature, and 
zoint-K deſign'd to encreaſe his Satisfaction, bes 
metnt comes bis Torment, and ſpoils his Joy 
if we Worbidden Pleaſure (as Job tells us) is like a 
s ata Sweetmeat compounded of Hony and the 
when oiſon of Aſps, and diſtracts the Conſci- 
eferr df ence as that would torture the Bowels with 
e rea- Pangs of Poiſon. $$! 6 

is de- 2. Weſhall now eee that the Good 
1 lan 8 ous Joy has Properties quite 
« For: COR 
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contrary to thoſe which have been now | 


: 47 0 


mention 'd. - But before this is prow d. 


ledge 4 Diſadyantage in che Comparitos, W 
from che Senſua we 5: Ignorance.of the Na- 
ture of Spiritual Jay. He kus bis Own 
Miſery, but is an utter Stranger to mY 
ather's Happineſs : an wy BO erg boun iN 
gualnted with Religious Joy, than a b 
Man can with the Neaſure of Saeing. e 
underſtands the Nature of Pleaſurg in tha 
general, but this particular Rleaſüre he 
knows ot. Spwithal Joy. is che Secret of 
the Lord, and dike. the myſterious Com: 
munications af mut. e, uannewn by 
@ Breaſt that never fe 115 The hl 
is api to look wvith.s-ſcorgfub Ey un 1 
Man who lives on refind, and to them 
unexperienc d fays: : And "indeed hy, bay 
meat ca cat mibich they nom net o. 
Du. Even that Glad neſß which is put into 
thd Heart by the Light of God's Counts, 
nance, is not gorhplcat, hecauſe, the Light | 
is Hat ſa; for it Mingles with aur Dark: 
neſs in this ſtatt᷑ of Im perfeſtion: But the 
lowelt degree af it is ineo bly: mart 
Aiiefping, thah the Warldiiags Glad ness. 
And if it be not a laſting add incre log} 
Joy; it is our On Fault. If the Good 


ally) 


4 Has Darkzs)s ny Tags it is (ur 9 


. We Mall premiſe that we acknoy- 
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41 


if 


= 3 88 
now i ally):heca e David) h q 
ed his ene and the 0 55 175 ord 


or his Sins. But the Tears of R e 
iſon, will clear his Eye, agd;he may 120 0 Pu 5 | 
Na- bis Pardon. Vet Nen the hen, as 

Pan Aſualiſt's Joy, there is An Air of Tod 


$10 in his Sad neſs 1 D a A of 5 
86, As the Sun Mok, * hed” 8 i 
blind Clouds Weep. 
He But now 1 am ka that this os 
a the | mines _ we WY es 15 Yeh 
e ke Ibis Joy. And we 
— ot quite contrary, rye lf 4 a 15 40 5 
zhach is co ** g MI 10 15 W 


7 2 Kabi dhe. jk f the qt 

orld . . t ſatisſies t. ach e5 0 e 

1 the Now, the rife of all ther | in the dn 7 

hem, And che More X s{ery remote Ol 

N al WSenſe any Pleaſure is, the mare. 7850 | 
pt is tothe Saul. He. Nd of 

int I e is a Man, acconnts th ae 

unte- pring from the 8 ag 5 

ee e 

rk: ſophiſticated through the muddy e 
t the Mot Senſe: h N 


well have a 7 — * 7 
mare Þ ge, 48 Fre | 
lgefs, | mew ark nearer to the N Nature 9055 75 
ung lich is Spiritual. But as ack: a5. latel: x 
| an WeuUual exceed all Senſi ye, 0 Divine Plea- 
(uſu-: ures. do much more excgęd dall ofber | Gain 


ally) 


—_— 


8 1 4 Diſcourſe of Aoratce 
lectual ones» For what compare is there 


between thoſe Joys which ſurprize'a Scho- 
175 in the diſcovery of the 2 of Na- 4 


, A 


1 a bi the ern aud 1 Ex- 1 
of Thought and Meditation are more 
innſety pleaſirable than the 'tumultuous 
Trapſports of the Body. And then Spiri- 5 
foal] Joy 1 oſt certainly exceed in Propor- þ 1 
Hop to its comprkbenſt we Cauſe, and its 
oor, relation to- our Happineſs. The | Y 
Words bf the Pſalmiſt are very Emphati- 
cal to this p purpae. The Word Interpre- 
ted Light, ſignifies a Spiritual acofporeal Þ ö 
Brightneſs, whith not only glances at the 
Eye, but pet vades the! Heart, and | 
rates the Mind. ; 
5 Ts put 73 into my Heart ; 39 

c e. "Thi haſt diffbs it all over my Soul. | 1 
For the Heart in Scripture Language, fi 1g , 
niſſes all the Faculties of the Soul, becauſe 
it Is the Fountain of Vital Heat to the 
Body. And this may be the meaning of 
that Expreſſſon in v. 1. of the Pſalm, Th 
haſt. erlanged me. The Heart, in an exqui | 
lite. Paſſion of Grief; is contracted; ſo that 
the, Man, tho he be in the open Air, yet 
is a 35 et in a iz WhO cannot breathe 
rh, = 


F 8 ; 8 
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here i ada -But when Joy returns in the room 

cho- pf Sorrow, the Heart dilates itſelf in the 

Na- Poſom, and diffuſes the new-kindled Spi- ' 
hri- Wits all over the Body. And thus is the ; 
Hl Poul cnlarg/d; when the Love of ved. 10 ſed | 
do broad there. 

Ex- 2. Spiritual Joy never makes us . 

nore y Diſappointment, for Diſappointment 

uous riſes from the largeneſs of our | Defires; 
piri-nd the ſcantineſs of the Object: And 

por- Wherefore, when the Divine Love is the 

its Fauſe of our Joy, this cannot be our Caſe: 
The Mor it is an inexhauſtible Fountain, and = 


oes not defeat, but out- do our Expecta- 
ions. A good Man muſt not expect that 
Ihe unmixed Joys of Heaven ſhould flow 
t the p upon his Soul through a Veil of Fleſh. 
The Beatifick Viſion of this Light, will be 
y ſatisfying: And then even in this 
Negion of Shadows, it can be no leſs than 


Soul. W&treamly Joyous and Pleaſant. 
, ſig- Till we arrive at Heaven, we muſt. be 
cauſe Montent with thoſe remoter Communica- 


> the ons, which ſhine in upon refined Minds 
ag of this lower World. And indeed the ear- 
Thou Welt dawn of this Day, the moſt broken 
xqui- Wimpſe from this Fountain of Light, muſt 


» that | 
9 yet q 
eathe | 4 
reely. 


tect our Eyes and Hearts more. ban any 
plible Ficaſure- | | 2 914 OTE | 5 
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A hure of Ane: 

Ho great and unſpeakable is that Hap- 
pitteſs When our Hearts are turn'd into a 
Satt um where God himſelf: is pleaſed to 
4e and peak Peace to our Soutspalforing i 
uͤsz that he is reconcited to us in the Belo- i 
ved! This is a Transfiguration of the De- 
vou Sout as art eurmeſt of GMO. 
31 Reffection is fo far from miogling i 1 

Bixterneſs with our Spiritual Joy, that it 
Heifhtens and improves? it. How can it 
dEotherwife,. when à clear Conſcience ig 
neceſſary to the Favour of God; and is it. 
ff the Spring of our Joy? Reflection and | 

Jop in u Case are inſeparablè; for Joy 

A netfüng elſe but che Met of Refledtionl 
upon 'th&ehjoyment of an Object ſuired to 


oo Capadietde, Ir is 2 Rational Banquet, 
that never Cloys nor Satlarks's It ſatis- 
feb! and inereaſes dur Thirſt and our 

Reliſh) The Man 1 of it anticipates 


the Joys of Heuv goes on taking 
few complaceney inevr Se which juſti-i 
ies the former, until th Light; which i 
ſet uß as a Loy in his Soul, leads him ty 
vine ofit. And this Joy; ase 
leſſer Stream conducts him to the Fountain 4 
Head, and 10 thoſe Rivers of Pleaſure whichs 
r at Gods. rigb. Hand. Thus I have 
ended the Compariſon between Religion 
_ Senſual Pleaſure. | 


| " "of the: Fovony of God. "IV 
For the fifft» Part of the Compariſon) 1 
ab de the Senſualiſts Experience 


* 


lap- 
to a N ar | be 
4 to and bog that he would try the latter; 
ring before nis preteuds to decide abont iti 
ring -.rrois hut Pay af. 


De- wh 4: Allowing that Man to be deceiv'd 
bs Bll bim felf in the ſuppoſition of 
ling ſoying the Favor of Godz 4nd conctivts 
ar c ler in ii binn refirivg from chimes, 
an in e ke iv an happy Viſſonilty/ and had pes 
ce ij; r continve in his Trance than be ar 
ad. For doubtleſs he his the pofſeſſiön 
4 being: welt Deceiw'di And. thetefort 
Je diſzuile of the Fellaryy:ahd firemirhoF 
e Dolbfion adds to his Happineſs I 
Maeceive him, were to mäke him Miſts 
. ble. For theue is ho imagmdry Happ 
7g. s whit it laſts; Rcauſe rhe: Obj 
eaſes 6nty! as apprebend d to be Gd. 
Meether it be ſo, or appear only ſo to bs. 
s Cönveſfon dots nor grant that one 
an amy de happy as another by! à e 
% aeagadne Compariſon! Soppoſe the Re. 
us Man's Happineſs ro be greater than 
71 as % e Seuſuskit's: If this Man chinks that 
nta an's Happigefs leſs, his Imagination does 
hic It greaten his own Happineſs, but ohly 
have andes rdefothet's; by fooliſhly compa- 
igiou MF 64t with Hig own. It would be other 
eit he judg'd- aright. Buy pet by a 
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1 : 1 in his 
=_— own Imagination thap he thinks the other 
in - is. And by this means, the Gobd. Man's 

Condition neither provokes bis Euvy, nor 

excites his Emulation. We qnly contend 
that it is impoſſible for a Man to thiuk 
himſelf. happy, and not be happy whilſt he 
thioks ſo. Now, the Man (of whom we 
ſpeak); is atleaſt the moſt obligingly elu- ; 
ded that can be. For bis Fancy does not 
make him abjure, but improves his Senſu- MF | 


al Pleaſure. It does more for him than 
Philoſophy could ever do for another Man.! 
For it gives him a ſtrong Cordial in his e 
Affliction, and frees him from the Indeter - x 
mination-of Defrez which is certainly our $ 
intenſeſt Miſery. The laſt of theſe has v 
been prov'd his Benefit already, and then 
two former ſhall _ Ag his Proprierſſ F 
Bercaftkr. n d 
IV. In the Fade Place, Ian offer w 
aw Addreſs by way of Perſwaſion and In-. N ca 
ſtrudtion to three ſarts of Perſons I wouldWin 
deſire thoſe who are crying out with am 
* wandering reſtleſs Paſſion, who will ſhewſ 
us any Good in the neglect of [the Favour 
2 | of God, to conſider, Dad n 
. How miſerable they are abſtraQting 
| fromthe Wrath ot God and the Fears off 
Hell. Every Man fins an Argent and 1 
| cellar 
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ther Paſſions are ſometi 


2 


nor dents. Sometimes Riches can't dazle, not 


end Grandure rouſe us. And there is a Time 


hiuk when the ſoft Voice of Pleaſure may call 


t he upon us in vain. But there is no Time in 
1 we which we don't deſire to be Happy. And 


elu· it is the neceſſary tendency of Nature that 


not we ſhould do ſo; for Man loves himſelf. 


nſu- Now, what is Love, the Perfection of his 
than Nature, and Fountain of his Actions, but 


Man. Deſire? The Intelle& propoſes a Good, 


n his and then we deſire to enjoy it. Now, Hap- 


eter · pineſs is not within the Region of my own 
your Soul, or why ſhould I yet deſire ſomething 
e has without me to make me happy. Man is 


d the 
Trietyf 


offer] 
d In- 
would} 
ich a 
» ſhewſ 
avoul 


not a Fountain of Happineſs to himſelf. 
For ſuppoſe it poſlible for a Man to with- 
draw from Material Objects and retire 
within himſelf; let the whole World be ſo 
calm and quiet about him as to make no 


might he be ſo well entertain'd within his 
own Breaſt, as to ſee his Conſcience like 
a Cryſtal Sea, without a Frown : Nay,with 
all this, imagine him to have a ſecurity 


acting from Heaven, that God will not diſquiet , 
ars o'Whis fancy'd Calm by foreboding Appre- 
d ne. | 5 henſions 


cellarſ] 


an's of Reaſon, and alter'd by -outward Acci- 


inroad upon the compoſure of his Mind; 
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|  Heiifions of what's to come, yet ſtill would 
there be a reſtleſs Spring of Motion, that 
would carry him to ſomething without. 
Well then, Happineſs is without me, but 
Where? Enquiry worth a Reſolution. Me- 
thinks our Souls ſhould be eager (and trem- ® 
le as it were) with a Magnetick Fondneſs 
td gain this Pint, and lay all other things 
Aſide, if they prevent this ſearch. 

[ have already ſhewn you, that it is not 

within the compaſs of created Being. For| 

jf we could graſp it all, yet we ſhould de- 
fire more. But that more is indetermi-. 
nate; it is an Idol of Fancy, and a God o 

my own making. 4 
And what adds to the Torture, is, thayp 
that very Object which ſhrunk in the En- i 

joyment, looks fair and big again in th. 

falſe Magnifying-Glafs of Hope, and al 
lures us on to new Diſappointment 
Thus does Man Carnal burn in a Hel 
of unſatisfy d Deſire. And thus it muſt be 
while he lives and remains in a ſtate ig 
Nature: For we ſhall always deſire Ple:Wla 
ſire, without which, Life is not a Satiz$ : 
faction. For Life conſiſting in OperationWo! 
either Internal, or External, muſt han 
Objects ſuited to them. So that if all ple: Mei 
ſing Operations ceaſe, Life is not a Ble bj 

ſing, but a Curſe. We are ſaid to Li 
when 
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wid when we Enjoy, but exquiſite Miſery is 
hat Ml call'd a Living Martyrdom,or Dying Daily. 
out. lf this then were the Caſe without Re- 
but medy, might not the Sons of Men thus ut- 
Me- Iter their Complaint, and ſay, Unhappy 
rem- Man! Wert thou the Offspring of OTE 
Ineſs ſigning Chance, the neceſſary Production of 
ings Nature, or the uncontriv'd Effect of blind 
Power without Wiſdom ? Why then (who- 
ver was the Author of thy Being (thou 
ForWaſt reaſon to lament that he cou'd not 
de- make Objects ſuitable to thy Deſires, nor 
ermi-Mquare thy Deſires to the Objects. But 
od of Mert thou the Creature of a DeſigningMind? 
Why then we might take up a new Com- 
„ that plaint; Alas / does God Sport himſelf in 
e En! is Creature's Agonizing / Has he kindI'd 
in th. . Flame in his Boſom to torment him? 
1d al Thus might a Man expoſtulate if he were 
ments Furs d with ſuch large Deſires, and had no- 
a Hel ping but his narrom Self, or the ſcanty 
uſt be rid to ſatisfy em. But if we conſider a- 
tate Might, we have no Reaſon for ſo dark and 
e Ple:Wlaſphemous a Thought. Our very Deſire 
Satiſ f an Argument that we may be Happy. 
rationor the Wiſe Architect wou'd do nothipg 
t hahn Vain. Now, what end can there he of 
11 ple: Peſſres but the enjoyment of the deſir'd 
a Ble bject 7. And a good God wou'd not make 
to Li to be neceſſarily and unavoidably Miſe- 
whelh C 2 rable. 
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36 A Diſtourſe of Auf hte 
rable. Which (as I have already prov'd) 
we muſt certainly be, without the Enjoy- 
, HTS. 

2. Contemplate what an irregular diſ- 

1 orderly thing this undetermin'd Enquiry of 
| yours. is. For if you and I may ſeek Hap- 
| pineſs in other things, and not in the Fa- 
1 vour of God, wby may not every Individual 
| do ſo too? Neither you nor I have any | 7 
articular allowance to act contrary to the 
endency of our Nature, and End of our ; 
Being. And whoever breaks through theſe I < 
Limits, and takes ſuch' Licenſe, rends a- 
ſunder the Rational Band between the Ap- + 
d 

G 

0 


petite and the Supreme Good. And O the 
dreadful Conſequence ! Thou doſt what in 
thee lies to diſſolve the Bands of Nature. 
For upon this depends the ſubordinate Re- 
lations' of the Creatures to one another. 
And indeed, if the Lights of Heaven ſhould 

be quench'd, and all things blended together 

1n a Chaos, as when they were firſt ſpoke 
into Beauty and Order, this, or any other 
imaginable Confuſion in Nature, would be 
nothing, if compar'd to the Diſunion of the 

Nobleſt Creature from his God. 

3. Be aſham'd and confounded at that 
-huge Contempt which you pour upon the 
Bleſled God; for the Language of ſuch a 
Ohboice is, | prefer Corn and Wine, momen- 
r ' tary 
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tary and unſatisfy ing Enjoyments of Senſe, 


to that laſting and fatisfying Gladneſs, 


which like a fragrant Ointment is ſpread 
over the Soul, when the Love of. God is 
ſhed abroad there. I will forſake the Foun- 
tain of Living Waters, for the broken Ci- 
ſterns and dry Breaſts of Earthly Com- 
forts. And canſt thou lift up thy Face 
before him, whoſe Eyes are as a Flame 
of Fire? Nay ſuch a Reſolution is a virtual 
denial of his Being: For if God be not the 
Supreme Good, he is not God; and if he 
be not chiefly. to be Eſteem'd and Lov'd, 
he is not the Supreme Good. What then 
doth that Man do, but deny God to be 
God, who doth not chooſe him as his 
only ſatisfying © Portion and ' Happineſs. 
And when we conſider the Eſſential Ex- 
cellencies of the Divine Nature, and thoſe 
Relations in which he ſtands to us, can 
we think he will ſtand by as an Idle Spe- 
Qator, and ſee the Creature, which has 
but a ſhadow of his PerfeRions, and is ſent. 
to beſpeak our Love to him : I ſay, can 
we think that he will be unconcerned to 
ſee it Rival himſelf, Uſurp his Place, and 
become Supreme in our Heart and Affecti- 


n 
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4. Look forward on your own Miſery 
believe it, thou haſt another Hell to expect 
beſides that of diſappointed: Fruition. The 
Sun of God's promiſcuous Bounty ſhines 
with an ee Beams oz the Fuſt and 
the Onjuſt, as the Sun in the Firmament 
on a Wildernels as well as a Paradiſe. 
But he lifts up his Fo apaee on the Righ- 
755 and turns away bis yes from the 
Wicked. And is it of ncught to thee 
whether thou haſt his Smiles or his Frowns, 
he does not turn able Eyes from thy 
Sins, (that were a lefing indeed) For thy 
ſecret Sins are in the Ligh 


probation, but with an angry Viſſage that 
portends important Vengeance; and canj} 
thou be at Peace ? Conſider David's Caſe 
When he ſat in Darkneſs, and ſaw no Light 
Fe like a Man ſtruck Blind, had ſeen the 
Sun, and knew the Horrors of Darkneſs 


His Complexion was Sanguine, the World 


would have ſaid he was Melancholy elſe 
He was a King upon a Throne, and there 


fore had Temporal Enjoyments to the ex} 


tent of his Wiſhes. He had a delicat 
touch upon the Harp, and could expel thi 
evil Spirit from the Boſom of Saul, bu 
no Muſick could heal the Wounds of hi: 
own, Then the Harp hung upon the ; hm 
| | ON 


| To hos v5 | | 5 of his Counte: 
nance. He beholds not Iniquity with Ap- 
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of the Favour of God. my 
low, and if ever he Sung, it was ſome Pe- 
nitential Pſalm with a Thora at his Breaſt. 
Nay, when the communications of this 
Light, that ſweet Image of Heaven, were 
ſuſpended from our Sa viour's Soul, it was 
then he utter'd that ſtrange Complaint, 
Ay God, &c. If the Sun, as it was then, 
were under an Eclipſe, or our own Eyes 


put out, that we could not behold it, not 
one of us but ſhould beapt to qgmplain of 


uncomfortable Dirkned.” But tho? God's 
Face is hid, and our Souls like Hell, the 
very Blackneſs of Darkneſs, et that Dark- 
neſs comprehends it not, But your Eyes 
may be open'd at Death, and have juſt as 
much Light as they have in Hell, to behold 
your ſelves in utter Dakneſs, and then what 
Horrours wil ſeize upon — ? But in the 
light of Eternity you mu Then will 
you behold your ſelves Excommunicated 
from God's bleſſed Preſence, and have 


your Underſtandings miſerably enlarg'd 


to know what his Abſence means. Then 
alſo will your Deſire and Cry for Good re- 


main: But your Paſſions, like raging Hun- 


ger without Food, muſt prey inward. Now, 
when the miſerable Man can no longer di- 
vert himſelf with Company, ſtupifiy him- 
ſelf with Pleaſure, impoſe upon himſelf 
by falſe Maxims, or flatter bimfelf with 
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40 A Diſcoarſe of Aſſurance 
hopes of a better Choice: He ſays, 0 I 7 
* what have | loſt ? No leſs than the En- I 
*-joyment of the Fountain of Happineſs | of 
For what have I loſt it? For the ſhort, uf 
** and unſatisfying Pleaſures of Senſe! In Im 
* what a fair Capacity was I once of en- 
* joying ? But now I have not a drop of Ide 
© Comfort to cool my thirſt after Happi- ou 
© neſs, which yet is as neceſſary to me as | O1 
* my Being! Nay, I amdepriv'd of thoſe Iſtr 
* ſenſual Pleaſures, which by reaſon of my |© tif 
< deprav'd Reliſh, are the only Heaven I Idi. 
* can now enjoy. th 
And if we do not as far as is neceſſary, I tui 
comply with the following Directions, we [Gr 
ſhall as certainly be in Hell as if our Con- ITI 
demnation were now writ before our Eyes ſel 
with the Flames of it. 1-4 Wot; 
I would now offer ſome Directions for a bal 
proper Choice; and to make it more effe- En 
ctual, ſhall evidence, that they are both INyie 
necellary and practicable. 
1. Compare and rightly judge between 
Spiritual and Senſitive Pleaſure. | 
1. I freely acknowledge that the Mind 
can never be miſtaken in its preſent En- 
8 joyment. For (as I ſaid before) the Man 
bl cannot think himſelf happy, and not be 
WALES happy whilſt he thinks ſo. In this Caſe, 
WE pparent and real Good are alwayy the 
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ſame. But then there are mighty Conſe- 
quences depending. For by the Enjoyment 
of a preſent ſlight Pleaſure, I may bring 
upon myſelf a Load of Miſery, and deprive 
myſelf of a Weight of Happineſs. _ 
2. There are many Cauſes which evi- 
dence our Danger, and ought to awaken 
our Concern, for fear of judging amiſs. 
Our narrow Capacities for Pleaſure, the 
ſtrange Uneaſinels of an impetuous ungra- 
tify'd Deſire, and the little Efficacy of a 
diſtant and unenjoy'd Delight, Theſe are 
the Cauſes which move Men to leſſen a fu- 
ture Pleaſure, that it may give way to the 
Gratification of a preſent uneaſy Deſire, 
Thus the Senſualiſt may argue with him- 
ſelf. Perhaps they bring a wrong Report 
of their Spiritual Satisfactions. It is pro- 
bable they may be all owing to Fancy and 
Enthuſiaſm. . And I ſhall never be able to 
yield to the ſtrong Impreſſions of ſuch a 
Deluſion. And hence it 1s that Men are 
apt to ruſh-upon a near and inviting Ob- 
ject, which Cuſtom has endear'd, and to 
bleſs themſelves as ſatisfy'd with it. Nay, 
and to think that they need nothing elſe 
to compleat their Happineſs. And no 
marvel, that they don't ſeek after that 
Good, which is not imagin'd neceſſary to 
their Happineſs. Beſides, Men are y to 
: dra 


42 AA Diſcoarſe of Aſſurance 
draw wrong Concluſions from the Vehe- 
mence of their Deſires. As if every Deſire, 
never conſidering its Irregularity, could 
jaſtify its Gratification. The Appetite in- 
deed is neceſſary, but the Depravation is 
contracted. Yet whilſt Mens Luſt cloud 
their e and draw a Veil over 
their Underſtanding, they conclude it an 
unaccountable Method of obtaining Plea- 
ſure, by abſtaining from Pleaſure, and 
ſuffering of Pain. And an. Abſtinence from 
offer'd and deſir d Pleaſure makes us unea- 
ſy, and affets us with real Pain. Theſe 
are the Cauſes, and herein is the Danger 
of Mens judging amiſs concerning Senſitive 


and Spiritual Pleaſure. But, 


% I 


3. We may make a right Judgment, if 
we pleaſe. I know it is the general Plea 


ofLibertines,that we are always impos'd on 


by apparent Good. That that Object which 
offers itſelf at this preſent now as deſira- 
ble, does neceſſarily determine our Wills, 
and engage our Purſuit—— lf this were 
true, what a miſerable Creature were Man 

But, Bleſſed be God, we are not ſo much 
in the Power of external Objects, or our 
Paſſions, as theſe Men would perſuade us. 
An habitual Compliance with our Corrup- 
tions may almoſt bring us into this ſad 
Neceſlity, But if the Man impoſes upon 

nk himſelt 
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himſelf by falſe Rules of Good and Evil, 
and vitiates his Taſte of Things truly good, 
He may thank himſelf for the Depravati- 
on, and the following Miſery. It is enough 
for us that God has not laid us under the 
Neceſſity of being impos'd on. I know it 
is a difficult Task for a Perſon, who has 
given himſelf up to the Conduct of his Paſ- 


ſions, to reſiſt a craving Deſire, and agree- 
able Temptation. But yet I appeal to 


Experience, whether in moſt Caſes it is 
not poſſible to abſtain from a deſir'd Plea- 


ſure, whilſt we examine its Tendency, ei- 


ther as conducive to, or deſtructive of our 


Happineſs. The moſt ſenſual Part of Man- 


kind are able to do this, for Conſiderations 
unkard, tho' the 


Wine ſhould invite his Taſte and his Eye, 


pet would not ſwallow it down to Exceſs 
if he knew that the next Draught wo 


certainly throw him into a Feaver. And 
if he may do this with regard to approach- 


ing Bodily Pain or Pleaſure, why may it 
not be with regard to the Loſs of God's 


Favour, and all the Joys of Religion, if he 
conſider'd things as he ought. Indeed, if 
we are overcome by an inviting Tempta- 


tion, or prevailing Paſſion, without the 
Liberty of Thought, God, who knows 


our Frailty, will forgive us. But then it 
| gon: 


44 A Diſcourſe of Aſſurance 
concerns us to overcome theſe guilty Emo- 
tions by a daily Maſtery over our Paſſions, 
that we may more and more live under the 
Conduct of our Judgments. 
4. There is a conſtant Obligation upon 
us to compare and judge arigbt. And 
this is founded upon that conſtant Deſire 
of Happineſs that is twiſted with our Be- 
ing. For ſince we always deſire to be 
happy, it is a Debt of Gratitude to God, 
and a Debt to the Tendency of our Na- 
ture, to make a ſtri& Scrutiny into every 
Defire, and every Object, leſt we miſtake 
the falſe Happineſs for the true. And 
ſurely it is a very wrong and irrational 
Method of Procedure, to venture a grea- 
ter Good for a leſs upon a wild and un- 
certain Conjecture, before Examination be 
made according to the moment of the Mat- 
ter, and our Concernment in it. þ 
2. Be faithful to the Convictions, and 
attend to the Light of your Mind. How 
often are we guilty of a contrary Practice? 
How oftea do we fin againſt our Conſci- 
ence, by outraging its Light, or not at- 
tending to it? All the puzling Subtilties 
of Philoſophy concerning the Faculties and 
Operations of the Soul, can never confute 
that Experience, by which we find that 
the greatelt viſible Good is not ut 
| N 
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ſir d or purſu'd in proportion to its Great- 
neſs. The Idea of abſent Good is an in- 
effectual Object of bare Speculation in the 
Mind, till it excites our Deſires, and urges 
the Soul to Enjoyment. Our corrupt Na- 
tures are paſſionate and feeble; and the 
Prevalency of a preſent Pleaſure provokes 
our haſty Compliance; and fuch Inadver- 
tency is as fatal a Cauſe of Miſtake, as real 
Ignorance. Now therefore Conſideration, 
which ennobles and diſtinguiſhes our Na- 
ture, is our only Remedy. We ought, 
with nice Accuracy, to examine the Vatue 
of every Good, and to look forward on its 
Conſequences, even whilft afar off. And 
by this means the greateſt, tho” a diſtant 
Good, may come to raiſe proportionable 
Deſires to work upon the Will, and engage 
our Parſuit. 

3. Conſideration itſelf will be of no A- 
yailment, if by Cuſtom we do not alter 
our Reliſh of Pleaſure. Pleaſure is an A- 
greement of the Faculty and the Object. 
And tho' an Object may be extreamly ſa- 
tisfying in its own Nature, yet it may af- 
ford no Delight to a Mind that is not diſ- 
pos'd to enjoy it. Hence it is, that the 
Light and Joys of the Saints above would 
only confound and torment a vicious Soul. 
And tho' this hidden Manna, a gre? l 

od's 
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God's Love, has all Taſte to a Child of God, 
yet it has none to a wretched Worlding, 

And therefore we muſt alter our Reliſh to 
alter our Pleaſures. Tho' it muſt be al- 
low'd a difficult Task to take off our Re- 
liſh from thoſe Objects which Cuſtom has 
familiariz d, and Enjoyment endear'd. And 
this is the "Caſe with unregenerate Men. 


For from our firſt Entrance into theWorld, 


before any Exerciſe of Reaſon, we have a 
ick Reliſh of ſenſible Things. And the 
Soul, by a Commerce with the Senſes, the 
Force of Fancy, carnal Appetite, and na- 

tural Affection, becomes a Stranger, to 
Rational and Spiritual Delights; ſo that 
we have the Diſadvantage of not knowing 
gens [Delights, and therefore our De- 
ſires towards em can be but weak and lan- 
gu uid. And it offers Violence to Fleſh and 
lood, to make theſe things grateful which 
are not only new to us, but likewiſe rend 
from us dear and experienc'd Enjoyments. 
But yet we find that we can change the 
Appetite of our Bodies, and why not alſo 
the Appetite of our Minds? For the Re- 
liſh of the Mind is as various as that of the 
Body, and our Age and Tempers can 
2 both. Conſideration recommends 
the Tryal, and Tryal often reconciles us 
to that which at a diſtance we look d on 

Wit 
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with Averſion; and the Delight is height- 
en'd by the Repetition. Thus what was a 
Difficulty at firſt, in time becomes an Ha- 
bit, and at laſt almoſt a Neceſſity to us. 
Now an Habit is fix'd in the Soul by our 


remembring that we have often done a 
thing with an encreaſing Pleaſure. The 
Good Man remembers his paft Entertain- 


ment and Spiritual ang rnd when God's 
V 


Banners over him was Love; and by that 
means loſes his Reliſh-for ſenſual Enjoy- 
ments, and longs and prays for ſuch happy 
Seaſons again. Pains therefore muſt be 


taken to rectify our Reliſhes of things; 


and contrary Habits change our Pleaſures, 
and give us a Taſte for Rational and Spi- 
ritual Joys. 8 
5. There is a Direction imply'd all a- 
long, and that is, Pray for the ſpecial and 


effectual Grace of God, to clarify your Un- 
derſtandings, and refine your Agections. 


Conſidering the Corruption of human Na- 
ture, without this we ſhould not believe 
what we do not feel. We ſhould judge of 
things by our preſent Deſires and Plea- 
ſures, and never look forward on their 


Conſequence. Or if we were convinc'd 


of a greater poſſible Good at a diſtance, 


we ſhould follow a ſudden Paſſion, and not 
the Light of our Minds. 


But above all, 
without 


„ 


without the ſupernatural Aids of God's 
Spirit, we ſhould never be at the pains to 
take off out Reliſh from ſenſible Objects, 
and to diſcipline ourſelves to a Delight in 
Spiritual things. Or finally, to prefer 
- thoſe laſting Tory, which reſult from a 
Senſe of God's Favour; to thoſe ſhort 
Tranſports which the Senſualiſt enjoys, in 
the Feſtival of his Harveſt, or his Vin- 
tape. © | | | 
8 In the ſecond place, we would offer 
an Addreſs to thoſe who are Praying for 
aà Senſe of God's Favour, in order to in- 
flame theirDeſires from an account of thoſe 
Benefits which flow from it. Conſider; 
1. It will moderate your Deſire of Tem- jo 
poral Good. Every Man deſires that with w 
the greateſt Vehemence, which he takes P. 
for his Happineſs. The Senſual Man en- pe 
quires after Good in this World, and re- I de 
| Joyces in the Increaſe of Corn and Wine. Ri 
But the Good Man purſues one certain fu- I ar 
ture, his ſovereign Good, and leaves the ſo 
uncertain future to the Providence of God; ha 
to which that is certain, that to us is con- di 
tingent. And indeed the Concluſion is] is, 
ea 7 If God loves me, he will do what is an 
| beſt for me; and if he with-holds the good | ha 
things of this World, his wiſe and graci-f] ext 
ous Delign is to give me more of wy ha: 
| cd, 
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God r ue. all . with a Love of Bene- 
volence, but good. Men only with a Love. 
of Complacency. |. His; general, Providence 
extends to the Evil and the Gd; 
takes a ſpecial Care for his mn Ele | 
what a Satisfaction is it to live undex.thi 
Conduct of him who governs every thing by 
Weight and Meaſure 2; And what 5 Felicity 
to look upon him alway 27 as the Object and 
End of our Happineſs Such a Man muſt 
be pleas d in the Enjqy ment, eaſy in the 
Want, and modes un his Ares of 


Temporal Good f. 5 Fe 
2. A Senſe of Goch Favour will ill infuſe 

a ſatisfying Sweetneſs into NA cha Ch En- 

joyment of ſenſible Objects. God imſelf, | 

who plac'd innocent Adam in an; Earthly. 


Paradiſe, and madę that Situatigg : 1505 
part of his Happineſs, never | 
deny us any true Wör ale 1 that calls far no. 
Repentance. elſe is the World, io; 
artfully, _— to AP our Wengen b 
* agreeahly to excite our Pleaſure 

has he ſuited ſuch various Oe een 
different Senſes, 8 that the Contnivance: 


is an Argument, tk bar alk chin 155 10 5 [ 
8 1 


and order *d, by a deſſguing 
Fat 
_ 


has be given us 
exquiſite . 1 


= Wy E11 
bein things grateftf t6 the Taſte, fragrant 
co the Stiel, and delightful te the Bye? 
Why * he comma us to pray ſor 
freſe „ aid te blefs his Naths for 
he r nnz of er! A Senſe of God's 
8 6oly interdicts an itnmoderate 
Ede, and — 1 of World- 
F wa This only can give us true 
t But it takes not from us the 
Taſte of any ontwat@ lawful Contentment 
of Life; father If gives us that Taste: 
For to hi al Jane ths Se pl rene 
1 a 0gs 
el 1 bis 5 Comer and Bis 
Wine fake LE Bert merry; for the 
_ "God, imparts à reliſhing Sweet- 
Vie, 9 ere but a Cup of 
orſel bf Bread, the one 
oy the” Rivers of Pleaſure, 
tHe. oth er. rey from nis Father's 


e 

an dves the Mmutu- 
| 4 8 bes ee ſt Men. 
_— —Fricndhif indeed is almoſt a Prod. and 
1 — n de wet 
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aas be wen 1 be 
broken 


0 * 12 a „* | 
' | broken aſusder, 1 _ 
76? of Friendſhip amongſt Wicked Man, but 
for rather a cohfederacy in Vice! Atehe 
for | Prodigals Friends when they are good F- 
ds | lows, and Club'in their Debatcheries? is 
ate that Friendſbip Which paſſas thatween the 


Vain Mau and Faraſte, hen he adorns 
him with i r Virtues, then Laughs 
at i Credulity, and expaſes him as nidir 
culous to others Are Palitick Courtiers 
Friends, whoſe only Secrets ace dark Con- 
trivances of Villany-4 each af which de- 
ſigns ta Undermine the other, when cheir 
bad Purpaſes are effected ? Friendſhip is a 
moſt nable and exalted Pleaſure, and im- 
Plies a participation of Jays and-Sarroms:; 
and he is the ſbeſt Friend who maſt reſem- 
bles God. Now, he who has a ſenſe. of the 
Divine Favour, endeavours an hymblea ãmi- 
tation of our common Benefactor: With 
Bom els of Compaſſion, like the iMerciful 
God, he ſorgives Infirmities; and cho he 
has a large Capacity of doing Good, the 
only deſires Gratitude as a return ſar great 
and unmerited Favours. Friends uf ſugh a 
Temper are Companions in the it of 
the Supreme Good: And the Ones langer 
Paſſefſion, leflens not the Orher's"Treaſpre. | 
It.never.provokestheir Envy, ibut * 
Wir. Emulation. Hons A ne date n 
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a gaben Mind) ooierrmnig his Cour: | 
to his Wine. But upon Nobler Princi- 


ples, with a ſtedfaſt Soul, a clear Con- 


Tience, and ſecurd under the Protecti- 


on of God. The moſt inviting Objeas of 
Senſe. can't ſhake his Fidelity, becauſe 


he's poſſeſsd of higher Joys. When Reli- 


gion enobles a generoùs Mind, and refines 


its Sympathies; A Friendſhip between 


Souls of ſucha Make, and ſuch aRefinement; 
is not to be deſcrib d, but only to be felt. 


4. A lenſe of God's Favour does not on · 


1y infuſe a ſatisfying Sweetneſs into the 
Enjoy ments of Life, but it ſupplies us with 
Comforts and Pleaſures which ſweeten Aft- 
flictions, and ſupport us under em. This 
was one great Deſign of Philoſophy, to 
fortify Men againſt, and ſupport 'em under 
the Evils and Calamities of Life. The 


Sages of Old had many pretty Sayings upon 


this Subject, but all their Arguments were 
of little force when they came to feel Pain 
in good earneſt. 

I ſhall not ſpeak concerning unegianry, 
ous teal Evils. And to ſupport us under 
the Preſſures of weighty. Pain. Philoſophy 

ſometimes adviſes to yield with a Gillen 
— to Fate: £ But certainly Ne- 
975.0 (1 ceſſity 


ſhed abroad in his Heart. 


ceſlity.does not leſſen, but ae Cala - 
mities; or elſe we muſt collect our Mind 
within "icſelf.. Indeed, this is the readieft 
way to be eaſy under em. But. alas! it is not 


poſſible, becauſe inconſiſtent with the Uni- 


on and the Sympathies of the Soul and Body. 
And if our Minds cannot afford, us Reſt in 
Afflictions, much leſs can external Objects 
do it, I have ſhew'd tbeir inſufficiency, j in 


Health z and then how inſignifcant will an 


affluence of em be when all our Reliſh is 


1 loſt? But tho' a Man ſhould be depriv'd of 


outward: Comforts, yet he would, be ſatis- 
fy'd from himſelf, -1f the Love of God were 
A Chriltian, need 
not be oblig'd to the kind and fair Uſage 


ol the World for the Tranquility of his 


Mind, for his Peace is in his own Boſom, 
and neither within the Power, or, reach of 
outward. Accidents. to beſtow, or diſturb. 
If great and extraordinary Sufferings be- 
fall ſuch;a.Man,.a Senſe; of the ſpecial Love 
of God, will aſſure, him of Conſolations 
neither ſmall nor few. If he would have us 
ſuffer a living Martyrdom, I can't conceive 
but that The Father of Spirits will convey em 


living Joys to ſupport us, even ſuch as bore 


up the Martyrs in their Tryals. For without 


this, we ſhould either be rs tient or De 1 


<8apdithep Suffering E not tend to o 
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„ Er FE 
„  PRI6f6 py tend us Tha a Wiſe 
= Mir; by dis Patience, ſdfrens the Necellity = 
dit be cannot bfeak; sad by thinking of 
ich things that he moſt delighrs in, 'wieh- 
_ Bis Mind from his foffering Body. 
A fenfe of the Favour of God makes 
os Reihedey- more effectual then Philo- 
„ FTþhy can poſſibly de. A Chriſtian's Pati- 
' Ehcefefults nt from Reſigastion to blind 
Neteffity, or the uncertain hopes of the al. 
fefition of - otitward Acciffents, but for a 
wWell⸗goberwad Aſſuranes of th wiſe diſþ0+ 
fl 6f Providence; And tho” we cehinet 
ike off gur Minds from uneaſe Thoughts 
x exquifite Miſery, yet God can Arreſt ove 
Mint in the EdtitetaplirSh of future Olo 
Fl {8 as to make the inſt paitfo] Hours 


Yo 
| rr Love of God Are abroad is the 
Hou removes the Sting of Dedth, and 
Affords us Comfort in our laſt Conflict. 
Wen we are in Health, and at Eaſe; we 
Are apt to be hugel ugeiy pleas'd with thoſe 
things, whith at the time of Death will 
£0. tis no manner of Set vice. Then the 
| Foul can be Gtisfy'd with nothing leſß 
than a Senft of t Favour of God, and of 
His own Perſonal Intereſt in it. This in- 
2 will mute rotry ay Pleaſatheſs, 4 
Ea. A Pb Fn, "Tie 92-0 of Gods 
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Gountcngnce is 4 Lamp is gur iet in the 
uery Valley of the ſhadow of Death. And 
turns that dark Paſſage into a Jucid Regi- 
on ot Light and Conſolation. With Eaſe | 
indeed may he drop the Mantle of his 
Fleſh, who chus aſcends in 4 Chariot of 
Light. And ſay (as rene Me EY 
That the Face of DEAT H was the maſt ami 
able of any that ever he ſam, hut tie Face of 
CHRIST that made it jo. An aflured 
Chriſtian dies in the View of Glory; and 
when be 1s dropping off his Clay, and 
World, and mounting to the World of 
Spirits, he already begins to feel ghe Joys 
of difloged Souls, which he is gow prepar 


$ | ring for 4 fall Converſe with. Thus he 


leaves his Clay Wich the fame Eaſe gs Ar 
dam rec eiu the Breath of Lale. Ichus he 
dies not only with Content, bot ts 
and is nat Miolently rent away, but di | 
{olvid- dn port, as Seepher's natural Eye | 
was for tify d, ſo is the Eye of h 9 

xv doak into che Third Heavens, ud 

bis Squier Sanding at i the Rightahgnd of 
Goa, as lit were in a Poſture ready to 
peive him. So that Heaven deſcends into 
his Soul, before he acends to Heavan. For 
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I. If we would ebe in this happy State, I to 
we muſt make a regular Procedure towards || be 


it, and that by becoming Children of Light, || be 
as God is the Father of Light. A the Mor- || to 
ning Light we muſt encreaſe more and more 
to a perfect Day. I have already told you m 
that you muſt not expect an Enthuſiaſticx I at 
Aſſurance of the Love of God. A Rati- Pr 
onal Aſſurance is worthy the utmoſt En- G. 
dea voùrs of a devout Chriſtian. Vet, per- A 
haps, it might be our ſafeſt way to mode- | G/ 
rate our -Curiolity of prying into God's me 
Boot of Life, till we ſee it open in the He 
Light of Glory. Shauld a Man hear a Voice 
from Heaven); or ſee a Viſion from the Al- | do 
mighty, to aſſure him that hi Name was } wi 
written in Heaven yet, methinks, it were I lat 
deſirable to find a Revelation of all from I na 
within, ariſing from the Divine Nature | for 
drawn on the Soul, which is the Begin- || ſo 
ning of Heaven. Such Aſſurance will Iny 
chaſe away all Darkneſs and Doubtings be- I pat 
fore it; for we ſhall ſee it in its own Ito 
Brightneſs, and ourſelves the Poſſeſſors of I ma 
it. A Sect amongſt the Jens got up before || mo 
Sun-riſing, and waſk'd their Bodies, that 4 
by Streams from thence they might not [py 
cloud its: Brightneſs..Some would ſpiritua- the 
lize this Piece of Superſtition for em, and [of 
fuppoſe that it was an Allegory, whereby | 


* 


- 
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be, which is to converſe with. God. If this 


be their Meaning, we ought to turn n | 


to real Practice. or, 
2. We muſt not imagine that, we are 

meerly Paſlive, and wait for the imniedi- 

ate Illapſes of the Spirit: But get into a 


Praying Frame, and then converſe with 


God by Prayer. And when we liſt up our 


Affections to Heaven, the Habit ation af this: 


Glory, we ſhall find that he will come to 


meet us in our Hearts, and make another 
Heaven there by his gracious Preſence: 
3. When you have done your Duty; 


don't think that Raptures are penally 
with-held. Some ar more Brisk and Vo- 
latile; others more Calm and Diſpaſo- 
nate. And the laſt have the betten of it, 
for their Joy laſts longer, tho it be not. 
ſo tranſporting. Not chat I would by a+ 
ny Means plead againſt feeling Jays, and 
paſſionate Complacencies, for they tend 


to fix an Habit of Piety in the Soul, Which 


makes the Acts of Devotion more: calic; 


moredelightful; and more exalted. 


3. I would addreſs myſelt to chofe hap- 
py Souls, who have that? Gladne ſi putiinta 
their Hearts, which reſults from a _— 


of plas Favour Win ny, teig 
; # 3a 


to repreſent how pure that Soul ought to 


— - — *_— 
— —— — t . ” 


ys ÞA< Diſcourſe of Aſuraute 
t. Let me cantion againſt a bold Pre- 
famptiog, which ſome take up with, in- 
ſtead ofawell-pronnded A ſſurance. There 
are ſome, who 4x — themſelves with a 
Conceit, that they have an Aſſurance of 
the Love of God, and then imagine that | 
rg well, and fall anto a deperate Securi- 
ty. When once they ha ve ſeen a Transfi- | tio 
— on the Mount, they think chat it 
r good for 'emtobe herr. Not with a Deſign ] te 
of ſtill beholding the Face af Chriſt; but] An 
having made ſure of Heaven, they are e en tai 
for taking up their Portion on Earth, 
Now I can hardly apprehend that ſuch a] he 
Conceit, no nor ſuch a Deſire, could bear || { 
foay in an aſſured Chriſtian's Mind. 
For tho upon our ſirſt Entrance on Religi | 
on, our hankering after the Pleaſures of 
Senſe may coſt — many z ſevere 'Conflit | 
and struggle. Vet hen our Minds are ha :I de 
hituated to a Practice of fevere Piety, there 
taſults a wry. rom thence, that is in- ir 
comparab — 22 than _— — du 
x joyment of any World y 
=. Fant progreſſive Court of Goliae b by 
— it is that a Man muſt obtain the 
ifeſtation . of God's reconciled Face, 
Mm and Yelightfal Communications from his] 
pPypirit, gives a new Bent and Turn tothe 
= And 18 makes tng e vaniſh] + 


between] © 
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. Favonr of G. 59 
re- || bed een Spiritual and. Senfitive: Pleafares. 
in · 80 that for ſuch a Man to'defire Covi and 
ere Wige, before 4 mutual Converſe with God, 
h a || is to choſe a leſs Happineſs before a gres- 
of tet ; and that not only after a naked Spv- 
hat I culation about the Matter, but the ſweet- 
i- | eſt Experience and moſt convincing Sen- 
Sf1- | tion. Can ſuch a one imagine, that Holi- 
t «t | neſs was neceſſary to put him into a State 
ign to proſecute Aſſurance; and to obtain if. 
but And is it not neceſſary now when it is ob- 
den faifi'd? Tho? ſometimes he may delight 
th, too much in Creature Comforts, for which 
h a | he is greatiy puniſf'd by the partial De- 
ear | ſertions of His Father's Face, yet when he 
nd. } recovers himſelf, he finds their Emptineſt, 
1855 ar returns to the ons all-ſufficienr Spring 
flit] 2. We muſt not — welt groun· 
ha : ded Aſſurance upon miſtaken A pprehenſi- 
ere | ons. And here | ſhall mention one, which 
in- more immedlately concerns the preſent 
Eu: Subject, mean, the Loſs of thoſe aun 
on · Joys, which often refreſh the devout Soul- 
by“ It is therefore worthy of Obſervation, 
the“ that as Raptures of Joy, and bright Me-: 
ace, ] ments, ate no infallible Marks at firſt, 
his] that we have not good Reaſon for Aſſy» 
the] rance; fo neither, when they are loſt, 
niſh]* is the Ground of our Aſſurance —_— 

| I 5 1 


Ho A Diſtoarſe of Aſſurance 
e rily loſt with em. God ſometimes gives 
his Servants ſuch a mental : Illuſtration, 
ſuch an inward Glimpſe and Taſte of Hea- 
ven, as brings em within the Confines of 
it. But then this is an Extraordinary 


n A 1 1 2 
. 2 * = = C 
N o #- a _ rI— = = "EC 1 an by 
, _ * ” =_ - 
MDC CCI ͥ . ̃˙ —— rtr 4 
* _ — hn — 


did not dwell on the Mount of Viſion. An 
inter poſing Cloud ſoon ſeparated the Com- 
pany at our Saviour's Transhguration; 


— ye — 


remov'd; and the ſhining Meſſengers, Ao. 
ſes and Elias, were caught up to Heaven, 
and left the gazing and longing Diſciples 
behind on the Mountain. But tho' they 


Scene, and to hear an immediate Voice 

from Heaven, yet our Saviour was not ſe- 
parated from 'em; but he convers d with 
dem as he was us'd to do. Thus Chriſtians 
may be poſſeſs d of a regular and conſtant 
Peace, when they do not pertake of ex- 
traordinary Joys. If ſometimes: they are 


the Decay of their Graces; but they would | 
not be poſſible or fuitahle to our Frame or 
State, whilſt: we are in this World. The 
very Iadiſpoſition of our Bodies, and Al- 
teration of our Tempers, wWill clog and 
NEL." 1 darken 


Feaſt, and not their daily Bread. Moſes 


The Glory that ſtream'd from his Face was 


did not continue to behold: this glorious | 


favour d even with ſuch as theſe, yet they | 
muſt not expect em ordinarily, or always; f E 
and that not only becauſe of their Sins, or 


e ehe Favour of God. 61 
darken our Minds. Theſe are the Calami- 
ties of our Pilgrimage, and the Infelicities 
of our Nature. | 

-- Firthermore; ſuch Light tho? it pleas'd, 
would yet epprefs us. Such Glory, if it 


y flaſh'd in conſtantly u pon us, would deal 


with us as perhaps extraordinary Viſions 
have done with ſome-of the choice Saints 


Jof God, who have died whilſt at Prayers, 
Jor in a deep Meditation. Nature would 
fink under the Correſpondence and con- 


ſtant Enjoyment, tho” tolerable at Times, 
would be equal in its Effects to a ſudden 
and overpowering Extaſie. But were our 
Senſes fo fortified as to bear theſe Incomes 
of Glory, theſe Tranſports of Pleaſure, 
and that withont Aching or Diſſolying, 


| yet they would not be ſuitable to our pre- 
I ſent State and Condition. We, like Paul, 


do often need a Thorn in the Fleſh, AMi- 


ctions, to keep us humble. We are taint» 


ed with Corruptions, which mult be purg'd 


Joff; and fo Cordials mult not be our only 
; | Phy ſick. Beſides, we ſhould be very loth 


to venture into the World; or converſe 


T with our Chriſtian Friends, if we enjoy» 


ed ſuch conſtant Entertainment at Home. 


And ſo the mutual Helps of Society would 


be loſt. Who would not be an Anchorite 
in a Cave, or on a Mountain, if this were the 
$749) Mount 


4. 3 , N 
: Mount of Viſion, or that enlighten's wich 4 
$ Ream fron Heaven? 


8 then chere are ſachneceſiity Res- 
ſons, why extraordinary” Joys ſhould be 
withheld, it plainly appears, chat 2 lat 
not to.aqvonnt of em as the Foundation I 
of out aſſurance, or at all times anſeparar | Di 
'blefrom it. Nay, at that Time, pr og n 
_ Ehrifbianfor wWiſe Ends known to God, is le. 
| dopriv'd of inwardConſolation ; perhaps to 35 
try his- Conſtaucy, to make him an Example 
of Patience; to teach him the value of the 
Benefit; or to heighten his future Joy. 1 
By, eden at ſuch a Time, a Ohriſtian dught 
not to condlude that he is not dear and 
precious in God's Sight, when he wants 
dhat Joy which is not always his Duty, 
but the arbitrary Reward of it. And toſ un- 
confirm this, we ſhall not mention the Ex- Sin 
ample of Holy Men, who yet were Sinners Cos 
as well as our ſelves; but of our Saviour] it, 
Jeſus Ohriſt, who was Immaculate, - and foo 
free from the leaſt Spot or Stain of Sin wil 
Me Was the Object of his Father's intenſcſ as © 
uud uninterrupted Affection, and eſpeciſ ſtr 
Ally at that Time, when he -offer/d "himſelf gro1 
. wedl-pleaſing Sacrifice #0 him. And -yeq mo 
before his — Miyoy he felt ſach awa 
—_—_——_ I, that he. aid; Ay Saul 4 the) 


ſorron|- 


de even unto Death, ad 26. 37 


out as in an Agony, My God, My God, Ae. 


not conceive any inward Joy and 'Contos 
lation, that he might be Tempted' in all 
things, and yet was not deſtitnte of the 
Divine Favour ; ſo neither can we from 
hence, argue with our Selves, that we are 
excluded-f om it. 

ps to 3. It becomes ſuch happy Souls E SE 
mple | was, to recommend Religion, by a chear- 
f the ful Temper and Life, to a miſtaken and 
y. T1Jodſerving World. How many. are there 
ught] who ſpend their Time in frantick Mirth, 
- and} and noiſy Jollity, with whom God E e 
vantsl every Day 

duty, We oupht to Pity a Good Man in his 
wet) tol unwarrantable 


— | = 
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EE 


nners] Conſcience : But O what a ſad Spectacle is 


wiour] it, to ſee a merry Companion melt into 


and] fooliſh- ſenſual Mirth, and foam out the 
"Sie wild Sallies of his Wit, and ſpend his Life 
tenſch as one continu'd Rexel, whillt he is yet a 
ſpeciſ ſtranger to God, and to the Joys of Reli- 
imſelf gion Little know the lovers of Pleaſars 
d 
ho fa away ten thouſand fold more Pleaſare, than 
they gain by their Luſts, and yer the Sin- 
on WW | ner 8 


6p 
38. And hanging upon the Croſs he cry'd 
Now, if our Saviour for a ſhort Time, did 


riefs; and much more a 
Sinner, who bleeds under the Wounds of 


more than overs of God, that they barter 


2 ha =. 
* pa. 
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ner's Mirth may ſhare the Chriſtian 8 Sort 


rot. Are the Feſtivals of his Harveſt and 
his Vintage, comparable to thoſe happy 
Seaſons when God takes thee into his Ban- 
quieting= Houſe, and his Banner over thee 
Is Love? Does his impure Fancy act over 


again (as it were) the paſt Scenes of for- 


bidden Pleaſure, and canſt not thou be glad 


and rejoice in God, and remember his Love 


more than Vine? Poſt thou not know that 
God Commands thee to Rejoice? Pſal. 32. 


11. Be glad in OA and rejoice ye Righte- 


Os, and ſhout for Foy all ye that are upright 
in Heart. And indeed, What Reaſon have 
you for Sorrow ? Does it become you. to, 


— aſide all Senſe of your Felicity for ſome 


petty Calamity of Life? Let it be ſome- 
thing that God cannot weigh down, that 
ſhall ſuppreſs thy Joy. Art thou Mean, 
and in Diſgrace? Can he be Mean who is 
a Favourite of Heaven, or want Honour, 
who has God for his Friend? Art thou 
Poor, and in want of all T hings ? Can he 
be Poor who has God for his Portion; and 
is Heir of an everlaſting Inheritance? Art 
thou in Sickneſs, and in Pain? And may'ſt 
thou not have a peaceful Conſcience, and 


a Soul ealighten'd wh a n Converſe 


wich N 2 10 
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The Senſualiſt exclaims againſt Religi- 5 


on as an ill-natur'd Cenſor of his Mirth, 


and an envious Encroachment upon the 


Pleaſures of Nature. And perhaps one 
great Cauſe of this, is the melancholy Life 


of thoſe, to whom alone Joy of right be- 


longs. And therefore it becomes ſuch to 
evidence the noble Effects of glorious Hopes 
and a growing Aſſurance. As to your Hap- 
pineſs, indeed the Matter is not compara- 
tively great, whether your Joy begins on 


this lide the Grave, or one Moment after. 


But in the mean time does it become thoſe 
who muſt be everlaſtingly as full of Joy, as 
the Sun is of Light, to diſgrace Religion, 
and frighten others from divine Satisfacti- 
ons, when you might provoke em to be- 
come Pertakers of your Foy? Some excellent 
Chriſtians are extremely reſery'd 1n their 
Converſations; either becauſe they are 
naturally Grave, or engag'd in ſevere Stu- 
dies and Contemplations, or afflicted with 
bodily Pains, and a ſickly Conſtitution. 
But their Peace of Conſcience, and ſettled 


Hopes, which fill 'em with Joy in out- 


ward Trouble, and releaſe em from the 


Fears of Death and Hell, may convince the, - 
moſt ſenſual Man, that their Condition 1s 
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66 A Difſcontſe of Aſſurante 
far better than the mad Laughter of Fools, 
or any of thoſe fading Delights that are 
Bitterneſs in the End. 1 5 


4. Laſtly, What now remains, but that 


we breath after the Zeatifick Viſion of this 


Light, and Fulne/s of Joy in the Divine 
Preſence. And we muſt employ our 
Thoughts to raiſe our Deſires. *Tis true, 


Heavenly Objects are hardly conceiveable - 


by us; becauſe of their Diſtance and Spi- 
" rituality. Faith is the ſubſtance of things 
not ſeen, and would Tahguiſh both in the 
Habit and Exerciſe, if we did not call in 


the Afliſtance of Sence. . Now it can't but 

he an excellent Employment, to make uſe 
of thoſe Senſes and Objects, which too of- 
ten withdraw our Minds from Heavenly 


things, to raiſe up our Hearts to em, and 
Enable us to converſe with em. And we 
are eucourag'd thus to compare the Joys 
of Heaven by the condeſcending Familiari- 
ty of Scripture, which ſpeaks to us in Ex- 
preflions borrow'd from Senſe. The New 


Jeruſalem is deſcrib'd in a Character ſo 
inviting, as to charm and raviſh our Sen- 


ſes themſelves. We are told, that we 
ſhall have Spiritual Bodies, and, no doubt, 


Objects ited to them; for tho they be 
22 2 ö 2 85 To Spi- | 


9. Favdur of G04. ; 67 | 
Spiritual, yet they will not he intelligent. 
„ | But we muſt not imagine that they Ihall 
© enjoy fuch groſs Pleaſures as entertain ys 
here, but as Spiritual as the Body is. Now 
there are ſome things meation'd in the 
Text, which is the Subject of this Diſ- 
courſe, which will very properly aſſiſt us 
in this Employment, I mean Light, which 
is pleaſant to the Eye, the Pleaſures of the 
Taſte, and the Spiritual Joys, both com- 
_—_ and extraordinary, of the Salats herg 
CIOVW. 


Heayen is call'd the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light. It is a pleaſant thing to 
behold the Sun, which brings to our Eyes 

the true dann of outward Objects, and 
- | repreſents itſelf the moſt amiable of em 
I all! How n and chearing are its 
| | Beams, when it breaks out in a cloudy 
Day, or ſhines upon us in a clear and ſe- 
rene Morning, after a diſmal and tempe- 
{tous Night? How much more pleaſant 
would it be, if we were buried under 
Ground, without one. glimpſe of Light, 
or a conſiderable Time? But O what Rap- 
tures ruſh in upon the Soul with eyery 
new Object, when a Man's Eyes are open'd 
after Blindneſs, which whilſt it continu'd, 

„ madg 
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mage theBeauty of the whole Creation as a 
=— blotted thing, and as if it were not! What 
= then muſt it be to ſee the Light of God's t 
Count enance in its full Blaze, directly and In 
unveird, in the bright Regions of ever- L 
laſting Day Here the Light may be too B 
ſtrong for our weak Senſe, and become ] f1 
our Torment in an unſuitable degree: But | £ 
there our Faculties ſhall be ſo fortify d, as | w 
to ſee not as thro a Glas, but as Face to | 


_. How guſtful is Food to an hungry Man, | ex 
eſpecially if it be ſuch as his Appetite is | th 
inclin'd to? How very delightful then muſt | to 
be the Fruit of the Tree of Life, which af- m. 
fords a Banquet that needs no other Varie- | 1n 
ties to relieve the Appetite! We know | dy 
that Wine is a pleaſant Cordial, that it J. of 
ſpreads a Gaity over the Spirits, and makes Jo 
glad the Heart of Man: How very refreſh- | Fl: 
ing muſt it then be to drink deep of the | fot 
Rivers of Pleafure, which fill the Soul | Bu 
with a laſting and overflowing Joy! And || gui 
as an unſpeakable Addition to the Fælici- Jo) 
ty, the Appetite is ſatisfy'd, without the F we 
Pain of Hunger and Thirſt. anc 
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Has not a Glimpſe from Heaven ſome=- ©. 
times broke in upon thy Soul, as the Mor- 
nd ning Light? Conſider then if the 
r- Dawn be ſo reviving, What will be the Y 

oo Brightneſs of the full Day! Will a Fore- 
ne ] fight of theſe things make thy Heart (as 
ut | David's) glad, and thy Glory rejoyce , 
as | what will the actual Poſſeſſion dof Þ 


Nay let us riſe higher ſtill. The Ser- 
vants of God indeed have been greatly 
extaſy'd with extraordinary Viſions of 
this Light: But what were even all theſe 
to the Beatifick Viſion in Heaven? The 
meaneſt Saint there ſees more than Paul 
in the Third Heavens, or Stephen in his 
dying Viſion. We have read and heard 
.of dying Saints, that have been fill'd with 
Joy; and of Martyrs that have ſang in 
Flames: Now it muſt be ſome wonderful 
fore-taſted Glory that could do all this, 
But it was but a little Spark, and a lan- 
guid Joy, if compar'd with the Light and 
Joy of the Saints above. How then can 
we do leſs than be in David's holy Frame, 
and breath his holy Wiſh? He ſays (P/al. 
41. 1.) My Soul thirſteth for God, for the 
living God: When ſhall I come and re 
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wich a Cloud as it was in the Fewjſh - 
= Temple, but to behold his unxeiled Face 
be New, dende, - Of which the A- 
- poſtle tells us (Rev. 21. 22, 23. I ſaw ng 
did lighten it, aud the Lamb is th Light 
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